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SAMUEL THOMAS — YOUNG VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
Statement by Member for Thornlie 

MR C.J. TALLENTIRE (Thornlie) [12.54 pm]: I rise to congratulate my constituent Samuel Thomas of 
Sam’s Spares on winning the WA Volunteer of the Year Awards 2023 Young Volunteer of the Year. I congratulate 
Sam on his award and for recognising e-waste for what it is—a missed opportunity to redistribute technology and 
recover valuable materials, and a massive environmental problem once it goes to landfill. Sam saw these problems 
and went about creating a solution. 
According to Clean-Up Australia, 88 per cent of the four million computers purchased in Australia every year will 
end up in landfill. That is such a shame when 98 per cent of the components in a computer can be fully recycled. 
Nineteen-year-old Sam runs an e-waste collection point where he repairs broken and unwanted electronics for 
repurposing to those in need. We might say Sam pays it forward, giving away rejuvenated computers to those in need. 
Sam’s Spares is a registered not-for-profit incorporated association. Sam’s mum, Diane, fills the role of president 
and his dad, John, is treasurer. Together the three of them have taken Sam’s dream of reducing e-waste in landfill 
to reality by creating a thriving local community-needs business. In June alone, Sam’s Spares made available 
30 refurbished desktop computers for not-for-profit groups, charities and community organisations. 
Sam’s neurodiversity—autism and Tourette’s—is part of his being and his great abilities and determination to make 
his mark. Clearly he is exceeding his dreams. Congratulations, Sam. 
 


	SAMUEL THOMAS — YOUNG VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
	Statement by Member for Thornlie


